LANE'S   CHIEF   ENTHUSIASM
the days of Wesley, have been famous story-tellers.
There is a story told of Thackeray which goes to confirm
this. On arriving one day with a friend at the Garrick
Club and hearing peals of laughter, Thackeray replied
to his friend, who inquired the cause: "Oh, it's only
Hicks of Bodmin telling one of his stories." ' But Lane
always had an eye to business. In the midst of this
panegyric of Sir William Osier he inserts this—we will
not call it advertisement—this skilful, yet perfectly
natural, reference to one of the forthcoming books on his
list:
'Those who knew Professor Osier were aware of his
keen interest in all the great men of his profession, and,
broadminded as he was in all things affecting it, they
will deeply regret that he was not spared to offer his
tribute to "Women's Place in Medicine'', by writing, as
he had hoped, an introduction to the English edition
of UHistoire des Femmes Medecins, by Dr. Melanie
Lipinska.'
I suppose that Lane's chief enthusiasm was for the
English portrait painters of the eighteenth century. 'As
an example of his knowledge of the art of that period,
a knowledge which was as minute as it was encyclopaedic,
I could not do better than quote from a review of Mrs.
Ada Earland's "John Opie, R.A., and his Circle", which
he contributed to the Outlook for the 2yth January, 1912.
Its manner is highly characteristic of Lane:
'John Opie was born at St. Agnes, near Truro, in
1761, son of a village carpenter. He early showed
remarkable aptitude for mathematics and drawing, and
soon became an itinerant artist. Among his earliest
patrons were the Prideaux-Brunes of Padstow, who have
given a helping hand to so many. The famous Dr,
Wolcot, better known as "Peter Pindar", entered into a
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